I98                     HISTORY OF THE DECCAN

having once interfered, with the result of increasing the
Nizam's embarrassments, we should now interfere with
friendly help to improve the administration, so as to
relieve him from those embarrassments. But neither
Lord EHenborough, Lord Hardinge, nor Lord Dalhousie
seem to have understood the kind of interference which
General Fraser advocated. What he wanted was, by a
strong support of the Minister, aided by the Resident's
advice, to introduce reforms in spite of the Nizam and of
the various intriguers by whom he was surrounded. In
the same -way as the constant support which we had
given to Chandoo Lai, in opposition to the wishes of two
consecutive Nizams, had been the means of causing that
Minister to play into our hands and offer no opposition
to the maintenance of the costly Contingent, so a similar
support given to Suraj-ul-Mulk, who was honestly anxious,
in co-operation with the Resident, to carry out these
reforms, would most certainly have enabled him to do
so. But here the Resident was at once met with the an-
swer that " the Nizam is an independent Sovereign and
we cannot interfere with the internal arrangement of
his dominions." It is significant that this argument
never occurred to the Government of India when they
brought pressure to bear upon Chandoo Lai to reform
the troops which ultimately became the Contingent, A
reform of a military body devoted entirely to our own
interests was apparently not inconsistent with treaty
rights, but a reform of the internal administration by
which the Nizam alone would have benefited was so
considered. Whenever General Fraser spoke of interfer-
ence the answer was " we cannot now spare any troops/'
But troops were not what General Fraser wanted, he did
not want an interference by armed force, but the per-
mission to use a moral force, to which the Nizam would